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D D Marx. Illustrated by Michael Fitzpatrick 

 

After trusting in her beloved friend Dan’s guidance from above, Olivia is finally on the path to realising her destiny.  Staring at a 

blank canvas after ditching her raucous corporate life and meeting the love of her life, Finn McDaniels, a hot, widowed, celebrity 

chef, she is ready to begin anew. When she arrives back home to tie up the loose ends in Chicago, she receives more frightening 

news further delaying her journey with Finn. Unable to control the outcome, she begins questioning her trust and faith in Dan 

once again. She distracts herself the only way she knows how, by diving head first into a new project.  What seemed like a time 

killer may actually be the thing that saves her and catapults her into a world she never dreamed of. When Olivia and Finn finally 

reunite, a deep dark secret is uncovered threatening to ruin the relationship she has waited for her entire life. Olivia is forced to 

decide whether to tell Finn or let it live in the past forever.  Is their relationship strong enough to weather the storm or will it cause 

them to part ways for good? 
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L B Simmons 

 

For years, Cassie Cooper has convincingly played a confident young woman who couldn’t care less about what others think of her 

actions. But in reality, beneath the bold façade lies a frightened, broken little girl who is suffocating under the weight of 

her secrets. Out of control, Cassie continues whirling down a treacherous path, searching for anything that will numb her pain. 

But no one will ever know. With her mask securely in place, she keeps that that scared girl hidden, safe from the scrutiny of prying 

eyes. That is, until she meets Grady Bennett.  The martial arts instructor doesn’t just look at Cassie; he sees her. And with 

painstaking patience as their relationship grows, Grady works to help Cassie see herself. Her ferocity. Her strength. Her ability to 

love and to smile. He pushes her to acknowledge and embrace what she really is...a survivor. As Cassie faces her tortured past, 

her walls come down. With her vulnerabilities exposed, she loses sight of her new perspective and plummets once again into her 

void.  Sometimes it takes hitting rock bottom to find the necessary strength to land safely. And sometimes, life has to be 

completely Out of Focus in order to finally see. 
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David Doyle 

 

The Douglas Devastator was the US Navy's first all-metal combat aircraft, the Navy's first airplane with a fully enclosed cockpit, 

the first aircraft to have hydraulically folding wings, and the first US Navy torpedo bomber to see combat. Although facing 

staggering losses in the early stages of the war in the Pacific, the brave men flying the Devastator from the decks of such famed 

ships as Enterprise, Hornet, Yorktown, and Lexington held the line against the enemy. Through carefully researched photographs, 

many of which have never before been published and which are reproduced in remarkable clarity, the history and details of this 

iconic aircraft are revealed. This clarity, and the large size of many of the photos, coupled with descriptive and informative 

captions, puts the reader in the skies with this historic aircraft. 
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Yefim Gordon, Dmitriy Komissarov & Vladimir Rigmant 

 

Developed to meet a Soviet Ministry of Defense requirement for a fast bomber that would counter the threat posed by NATO, the 

Tu-16 was a ground-breaking project. It was the first Soviet medium bomber to feature swept wings, and it was built around a pair 

of turbojets that were the world's most powerful jet engines at the time. First flown in 1952, the Tu-16 filled such roles as nuclear 

bomb delivery, missile strike, reconnaissance, and Electronic Counter Measures. It also served as the basis for the first Soviet jet 

airliner, the Tu-104. Nearly 1,500 were built for the Soviet Air Force and the Soviet Navy, and the Tu-16 showed remarkable 

longevity, the final examples being retired in 1993. The type saw quite a bit of combat -- from the Six-Days War of 1967 to the 

Afghan War. The Tu-16 was also produced in China and remains in Chinese service to this day. All known versions are described, 

as is the Tu-16's operational career. The book features many hitherto unpublished photographs. 
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Melanie P Merriman 

 

In this poignant and timely memoir, Melanie Merriman shares her struggle to care for her fiercely independent aging mother. 

When her father dies, Melanie commits herself to making the rest of her mother’s life the best it can be. She brings knowledge to 

the situation -- as a hospice consultant, she has studied aging, illness, and the intricacies of the healthcare system -- and she has 

a sister who is willing to help. But even with these advantages, Melanie finds the real-life experience of caring for her mother 

humbling. Every decision becomes a tug of war, with Mom on one side, fighting for her independence, and the two sisters on the 

other, trying to keep her safe. A win for either side suddenly feels like a loss for all. Written for people who have cared for a parent, 

are currently facing that challenge, or are aging parents themselves, this book offers practical details about the effects of aging on 

the body and mind, living arrangements for older people, health care decisions, and surviving rehab. It also challenges the notion 

that anyone can be an expert when it comes to caring for an aging parent, and encourages us to simply do our best. Melanie hits 

all the right notes, and her story will have readers nodding their heads and shedding healing tears.  
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Don Marsh 

 

Life sometimes sucks. So does getting older. Strange and unexpected changes happen to our minds and our bodies. Forgetting 

where we laid those damn car keys (if we are even allowed to drive). And looking in the mirror sure isn’t a pleasant past time any 

longer, what with the baggy eyes, sagging jowls, not to mention the other body parts that hang -- or disappear between folds of 

excess folds -- and don’t even mention turning around to take a gander at our backsides, once sleek and slim. If we can even see 

them. But don’t count us out yet. This is both a playful and grudging acknowledgement that like “S**T, getting old happens. Aging 

happens in different ways for all of us, even though we all carry a lifetime of baggage, whether it be in a steamer trunk, suitcase, 

or a new-fangled roll-in-any-direction carry-on. Some of us carry all our important stuff (like those damn keys) in a backpack. Now, 

if only I could find that backpack. Don Marsh walks readers through his take on the aging process in with tongue-in-cheek revelry. 

Truthful, sometimes sobering, but always humorous, this quick read allows the old(er) of us to laugh at our sagging bodies, 

wandering minds, and thinning hair.  
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Michael Vaughn 

 

It is not every film that features man-eating zombie sushi. But for those searching for just that and more strange things in their 

viewing queue, this film guide is for you. Organised by genre, including comedy, horror, action, drama, fantasy, and sci-fi, this title 

offers 300 reviews of genre films from all over the world, 160 photographs, and exclusive interviews and quotes from the people 

behind some of the most offbeat films ever made. Alongside this curated list of viewing recommendations, long-time fans and 

new comers to strange cinema gain bits of fun and informative trivia. For example, David Caruso's film debut was Without Warning 

(1980), a carefree trip into the woods thwarted by killer flying alien discs. Lurking in these so-bad-they're-good-films, you will find 

other familiar actors like David Carradine, James Brolin, Martin Landau, and Ryan Gosling in films like Death Race 2,000 (1975), 

The Car (1977), The Being (1983), and Lost River (2014). The zombie sushi, by the way, is from Dead Sushi (2012). 
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Sara Ann Harris 

 

Dancing and dance halls were integral to the Spanish-Louisiana cultural identity of the twentieth century. Employing historical 

documents and dozens of interviews, this book follows the phenomenon from 1778 to today. 
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Steve Huyton 

 

Luxury is defined in this stylish look at over 145 examples of ultra-high-end architecture, automobiles, timepieces, and lifestyle 

objects. Nearly 300 glossy images showcase the talents of some of the world's most creative designers -- some instantly 

recognisable, others up and coming. Stunning photos of highly engineered houses, sleek furniture, bespoke timepieces, and the 

fastest, coolest cars are accompanied by a synopsis of the concept and brand. These pristine objects exist in a rarefied realm, 

offering their owners the ultimate in comfort, performance, and aesthetic pleasure.  
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THE MOMENT BEFORE 

A Novel 

 

Jason Makansi 

 

A woman and her beloved Syrian father, separated forty years earlier when he is swept up in a geopolitical odyssey from hell, are 

almost reunited by a lawyer struggling to save his Illinois hometown from financial ruin. Tricked by a Syrian priest working for the 

FBI, and betrayed by his wife, Elias Haddad leaves his daughter Cheryl Halia for what he believes is a short trip home to Syria to 

visit his dying father. Largely ignorant of Middle East politics, Elias is detained upon arrival in Damascus and conscripted into 

Assad’s army, beginning a forty-year geopolitical odyssey from hell which culminates in his captivity in Guantanamo during 

America’s post 9/11 War on Terror. In her search for her father, Cheryl meets John Veranda, an idealistic small-town lawyer who 

sacrifices his family’s land, his marriage, and his aspirations for his town to help reunite Cheryl with her father. Ultimately, the 

enduring love between a father and a daughter prevails while John and Cheryl’s relationship moves towards a romance neither of 

them fully comprehends. 
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David Doyle 

 

The USS Iowa (BB-61) was the lead ship in the United States Navy's last, and most battle-worthy, battleship class, which also 

included the New Jersey, Wisconsin, and Missouri. This volume explores Iowa's design, construction, launching, and 

commissioning, as well as its extensive wartime activities in both World War II and Korea. Also covered are its post-Korea years in 

the reserve "mothball fleet," recommissioning in 1984, and coverage of the tragic 1989 turret explosion that killed forty-seven 

sailors. The carefully researched photos, many of which have never before been published, are reproduced in remarkable clarity, 

and coupled with descriptive and informative captions, this book puts the reader on the deck of this historic warship throughout 

her history. 
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Joe Vogel 

 

Whether you are looking to brush up on your outdoor skills, are preparing for a thrilling and adventurous ecotour or excursion, or 

are an experienced hiker, camper, or otherwise, this book is for you. Outdoor survival techniques for each of the earth's 

ecosystems are covered and each environment provides its own set of skills, observations, and steps to not only survive, but also 

enjoy that environment. A basic set of skills (shelter, food, defence, and first aid) and how to’s (fire starting, rope making, trapping, 

and more) are also included that can be used anywhere from the local park to a multi-day hike in Asia. A must for any seasoned 

excursionist or beginner gearing up for the outdoors. 
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PARACORD KNIFE HANDLE WRAPS 

The Complete Guide, from Tactical to Asian Styles 

 

Jan Dox 

 

Paracord handle wraps are popular with respect to survival knives and tactical knives. They rest comfortably in your hand, they're 

slip-proof, and they're impervious to moisture and temperature fluctuations. In an emergency, the wrap can often be undone and 

then you have a practical rope at hand. This clear, straightforward guide teaches everything you need to know, including selecting 

the paracord itself and weaving the correct wrap styles for underlays, tactical uses, skeleton handles, and more. Over 16 styles 

and approaches are covered, from basic handle wraps to standard military or looped wraps, to paradox wraps, all the way up to 

artistic Japanese tsukamaki handle wraps. The techniques are explained step by step, including detailed photos. The costs for 

making your wraps, in materials and tools, are minimal, and you can equip both your handmade knives and your manufactured 

knives with paracord handle wraps. 
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GOURD LIGHTS 

How to Make 9 Beautiful Lamp & Lantern Projects 

 

Susan Nonn 

 

Written for anyone wanting to build a beautiful, one-of-a-kind gourd lamp, these 9 step-by-step projects include lamps with bases, 

gourd lamp shades, and wall sconces. Also included is an inspiring gallery of the creative lamps that gourd "light" artists around 

the world are creating today. A concise glossary of lighting components makes your internet research for the parts you need, and 

your electrical wiring process, easier, and the book offers a resource list of where to find the supplies needed for all the projects. 

Although the projects use gourds for the lamp base or shade, other craft materials could easily be substituted -- making this a 

resource of creative inspiration for making, and repairing, all kinds of decorative lighting projects.  
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Peggy Hart 

 

Keeping people warm for four centuries, wool has been an essential commodity from colonial times to the present. This book tells 

wool's colourful and surprisingly epic tale and how it has impacted millions of lives from immigrants, slaves, Native Americans, to 

farmers and advertisers. Author Hart reveals little-known but fascinating facts about US society -- for example, how huge flocks of 

sheep were driven to the California gold fields to feed hungry miners, and why sheep grazed on the White House lawn during 

World War I. Moving from the realms of handcrafted artisanry to industrialisation and back, Wool is a story of technological and 

social change, marketing forces, and above all, consumer choices. A must-read for anyone who has knitted socks, woven a 

tapestry, or curled up with a warm wool blanket. 

 

176 pages * 230x155mm * 108 colour & b/w illus * November 2017 * PB * 9780764354311 * £17.50 * Schiffer Publishing 

 

Subject:  Social & Cultural History 



               Gazelle Books 
             

Gazelle Book Services Ltd  /+44 (0) 1524 528500 / sales@gazellebookservices.co.uk / www.gazellebookservices.co.uk 

 

 

Rodrick Owen & Terry Newhouse Flynn 

 

This comprehensive, full-colour guide features dozens of images of slings from various cultures, both ancient and contemporary. 

Slings had great significance in many cultures, particularly in the Andes, and were often used as both prehistoric weapons and 

herding tools. The book shows novice and experienced braiders how to make 50 designs, from 8 to 32 strands, on a braiding card 

or with a braiding stand and bobbins. Learn step by step how to make an authentic Andean-style sling with braided cords and a 

tapestry-woven cradle. A range of techniques useful for beginning, ending, and embellishing slings are included, and can enhance 

a wide variety of other items, like jewellery, garments, and accessories. This book is a key resource for historians, anthropologists, 

textile artists, weapons experts, and others to learn the practical skills for understanding sling braids' structure. Includes braiding 

card and plans to make core stand. 
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Kelly Pulley 

 

This humorous and action-packed adventure story is a fun way for children to learn basic bicycling safety rules. Ride along with 

Devin Van Dyke and find out what happens as he tries to follow his mother's list of safety rules while meeting up with friends 

along the way. Chaos reigns when Devin forgets to follow rules such as one person per bike, wear a helmet, obey traffic signs, and 

use his eyes and ears to stay alert. Featuring lyrical text and brightly coloured, full-page illustrations, this is a book parents and 

children will not grow tired of reading out loud, night after night. 
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HEAVY TIMBER STRUCTURES 
Creating Comfort in Public Spaces 

 

Anthony F Zaya & Tim Diener 

 

In the triumvirate of dominant structural building materials -- wood, metal, and masonry -- each has its advantages, but none are 

as intertwined with the human spirit as wood. Thirty-five public buildings illustrate how heavy timber framing can address familiar 

programmatic issues such as structure, economics, aesthetics, and sustainability. Timber framing can also have a positive effect 

on human emotions and physiology. In addition to being warm to the touch, wood building interiors have been widely proven to 

reduce blood pressure and heart rate and to speed convalescence in health care facilities. Over 450 photographs, plans, and 

diagrams show how framing from solid timbers to glulams and peeled logs are designed for durability and expressiveness. The 

finished projects aptly demonstrate what it means not only to shape buildings, but how they shape us. 
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Louis Mendola 

 

A popular travel guide book for Sicily is a great choice for ninety percent of those planning a visit to this fascinating island. This 

book was written for the other ten percent. Inspired by the travelogues penned by cognoscenti and academics a century ago, long 

before the days of mass tourism, this is essentially a history of Sicily that presents information on specific sites and localities, along 

with details on architecture, geography and literature. There are even sections on Sicilian wine and olive oil. Its seemingly endless 

chronology covers history from neolithic times to our own era, and it's the longest timeline of Sicily ever published. Most guide 

books are written by travel writers, with occasional updates outsourced to local 'fact checkers'. The author of this one is a leading 

historian who has written six books dealing with Sicily's complex past, some based on original research, earning the nickname 

'Sicily's historian'. His writings are what tour leaders consult when they bring their groups to discover the world's most conquered 

island. Not only is this book a good destination guide, it is a useful reference work full of details overlooked by the editors of most 

of the general-interest guide books published until now. What you won't find are hotel and restaurant recommendations, 

transportation information and other 'current' details readily available online. Useful as most guide books are, they can't 

guarantee information of this kind to be up-to-date. This book is different. It won't be obsolete any time soon. It will enjoy a 

privileged place on your bookshelf before your trip and long afterward. 
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Alan Berch Hollingsworth. Foreword by Yvonne Kauger 

 

In 1923, a white hotel owner in rural Oklahoma took a bullet to protect his black employee. They were then killed by a mob, and 

newspapers from Dallas to the East Coast covered the crime. This true story sent ripples of revulsion through the region at the 

time but has been lost to history until now, thanks the grandson of the hotel owner, who sets down the account here.  
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Preston Dennett 

 

Colorado has been a UFO hotspot for over 100 years. This is the first book to present a comprehensive history of extra-terrestrial 

encounters in the Centennial State. Arranged by decade, read a dazzling array of sightings, landings, face-to-face encounters, 

onboard experiences, and UFO crash/retrievals. Colorado UFO cases have had a profound effect on UFO research. The 1967 

mutilation of Lady the horse in Alamosa introduced the world to the animal mutilation phenomenon. The 1995 videotape footage 

by Tim Edwards of a UFO over Salida remains some of the best evidence ever recorded. The extra-terrestrial experiences of Denver 

businessman Stan Romanek are among the best-verified in UFO history. The San Luis Valley in southern Colorado has produced 

hundreds of cases and is one of the most active areas on the planet. This book explores these famous cases and many others never 

before published. 
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Jordan Hofer &  David Barker.  Foreword by Mack Malony 

 

UFO research in the twentieth century was a daunting enterprise, fraught with misidentifications, blurry photos, and fraud. Now, 

with millions of drones in our skies and superb computer graphics, the twenty-first century threatens to overwhelm ufology with 

insurmountable trickery and truly unidentifiable flying objects. How do we make sense of UFOs? Could a lifetime of paranormal 

activity be real, or is it all in your mind? Are the craft that appear in the skies really flying saucers? Have we all been abducted? 

And what secrets have been hidden from us? Discover new challenges to ufology and whether we will ever uncover the truth 

behind the UFO enigma. 

 

160 pages * 230x155mm * 22 b/w illus * November 2017 * PB * 9780764354236 * £14.99 * Schiffer Publishing 
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